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The Sun and Moon Over Assisi reveals how the lives of 
the two medieval saints from Assisi—Francis and 
Clare—helped to transform the life of a thoroughly 
modern cynic from Los Angeles, California. The major 
events of the lives of the two saints are unfolded here 
in a series of vivid and engaging stories. Alongside the 
history of Francis and Clare, another story unfolds: 
the story of the spiritual transformation of the author, 
Hollywood filmmaker and television producer Gerard 
Thomas Straub, illustrating how Francis and Clare 
still speak to the present–day, secularized person. The 
author takes the reader with him, in a series of 
pilgrimage diaries and reflections, to the beautiful 
Italian sites important to the two saints. With Mr. 
Straub, we traverse the charming Umbrian hill towns, 
including Assisi, tour its churches and examine the art of Giotto found there. The 
Sun and Moon Over Assisi tells of an interior pilgrimage that will inspire the 
modern reader.

Gerard Thomas Straub is a documentary filmmaker and 
the Founder and President of Pax et Bonum Communications, 
which produces films focused on the plight of the poor. The goal of 
his ministry is to put the power of film at the service of the poor. 
He has written and directed 22 documentary films in such poverty 
stricken nations as India, Kenya, Uganda, Jamaica, Haiti, Brazil, 
Peru, Honduras, El Salvador, Mexico, and The Philippines.

Mr. Straub had a long and distinguished career as a network television producer 
and executive in New York and Hollywood; he produced dramatic television 
series that have aired on CBS, NBC, and ABC.

An award-winning author, he has written seven books. His latest book is The 
Loneliness and Longing of Saint Francis, which was a winner in the Spirituality 
category of the 2015 Association of Catholic Publishers’ “Excellence in Publishing 
Awards.” 

Gerry also taught a course on television writing and directing at the Pontifical 
Gregorian University in Rome, Italy. In addition, he has spoken at more than 230 
Catholic churches, high schools, and universities across the United States, as well 
as in Canada, France, Italy, and Hungary. He has been awarded three honorary 
doctorate degrees in recognition of his work 
on behalf of the poor.
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